PUBLISHING YOUR WORK

By Susan Hodara 

As writers, we long to be read. And the most common means of being read by others is for your work to be published.

For shorter, standalone pieces, there are numerous publishing opportunities: in magazines and newspapers that print first-person essays; in literary journals, both print and online; and in anthologies, often based on specific themes.

For book-length projects, there’s the conventional publishing route and then there’s self-publishing.

Sending your work out into the world will likely mean that you will experience some rejections. You have to be prepared for this so that you don’t get so discouraged that you stop writing. My advice: keep sending stuff out there, don’t think too much about it, and hopefully one editor will appreciate one piece of your writing. There’s great reward to be taken when that happens. 

Another piece of advice: keep a list (spreadsheet, Word doc, or just notes in a notepad) of what you’ve sent to which publications. Response time can be months, and you don’t want to lose track.

Below are more details. 

SHORT, STANDALONE PIECES

You’ll find short memoirs in all kinds of publications. The rule of thumb is that before you submit your piece, you should be familiar with the publication you’re sending it to. Most publications have websites now that allow you to browse to see if your work is appropriate for them.

Below are links to sites that have listings of literary journals and anthologies you might consider. 

http://www.pw.org/classifieds - this is Poets & Writers magazine’s classified section, which lists calls for manuscripts for anthologies, books and magazines with each new issue. (It’s a good publication, so consider subscribing). 

http://www.newpages.com/literary-magazines/ - a compilation of literary journals with brief descriptions.

http://www.litline.org/links/ - another compilation of literary journals.

http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/features/magazine/columns/lives/index.html - a collection of “Lives” columns, memoirs that appear weekly on the last page of the New York Times Sunday Magazine.

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/features/style/fashionandstyle/columns/modernlove/index.html?scp=1-spot&sq=modern%20love&st=cse - a collection of “Modern Love” columns, memoirs about love that appear weekly in the Style section of the Sunday New York Times.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/CRWROPPS-B/members?o=6 - this email-based service sends (nearly) daily notifications to your inbox listing calls for submissions to literary journals, ongoing writing contests, and other opportunities for writers. Stands for Creative Writing Opportunities. Note: you need to have a yahoo.com email address, but it’s easy and free to sign up for one.

http://www.writersrelief.com/about-our-writers-services.aspx - if you don’t want to tackle this yourself, Writer’s Relief will submit your work for you, for a fee.

BOOK-LENGTH WORKS
Conventional book publishing usually requires securing a literary agent who will present an in-depth proposal for your book (that you will write) to editors in publishing houses. That means you’ll have to research to find agents who are interested in taking on memoirs.

http://agentquery.com/ - information about literary agents and database of agents in different specialties.

http://blog.nathanbransford.com/2008/04/how-to-find-literary-agent.html - article by an agent about how to find an agent. 

http://wow-womenonwriting.com/15-FE-AnnetteFix.html - article about how to write a nonfiction book proposal.

The other route is to self-publish, which has become much simpler and less expensive with digital publishing options. Before doing so, you’ll probably want to have someone else read through your work and copy edit (it’s very difficult to do this yourself). Then, these sites will take you through the publishing process step by step. Note: they are not as user-friendly as they might be, and often make access to telephone assistance nearly impossible. Nevertheless, this option does work and can produce really nice looking books, with photographs if desired, that cost around $10 each (depending on length, etc). The one I’ve worked with is lulu.

Self-publishing websites:

http://www.lulu.com/
http://www.iuniverse.com/
http://www.blurb.com/
Good luck! 
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